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Our deepest condolences to the families of passengers and crew of flight MH370
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Ushering In the dragon!
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THE CHINESE NEW YEAR is just around the corner, and it is
time to welcome the Year of the Dragon. As Malaysia is rich
with different cultures and religions, we should practice the
spirit of 1Malaysia, and make an effort to know and
understand each other’s beliefs and celebrations. So what is
the significance of the different things we see and hear
during this Chinese New Year period?
The cheongsam, a long dress, is traditional Chinese attire worn by the
women. It is easy and comfortable to wear. Chinese women usually wear
red cheongsams as the colour symbolises good fortune and joy. Men will
normally wear samfoo – “sam” means blouse, usually with a mandarin
collar, and “foo” are trousers.
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Do you know why the color red can be seen everywhere during this
season? According to legend, there was a village where a beast called
Nian would come to eat crops, livestock, and even children, on the first
day of the New Year. People would prepare food and leave it near their
doorstep in order to safeguard themselves from the beast. One day, they
saw that the beast was afraid of a little girl dressed in red, and since then,
the color was used by them everywhere for their protection.
During the Chinese New Year period, you can see tangerines and
oranges displayed in houses and shops. Tangerines represent ‘good
luck’, while oranges symbolise ‘wealth’.
Lanterns are also closely linked to the lives of the Chinese. They keep evil
spirits away from the house, while brightening the mood with the red glow
of good luck. The Lantern Festival, also known as Chap Goh Mei, is
celebrated on the first full moon of the New Year and signals the end of
festivities.
Meanwhile, the fireworks hold different meanings for people. The two
main reasons for the use of fireworks are to welcome the New Year, and
to ward off evil spirits and misfortune. Whatever the reason, brilliant
fireworks displays are exciting to watch and enjoy with family and friends.
Last, but not least, we have the the Hong-bao, or as most of us call it, the
ang pows. Hong-bao is basically a red envelope containing money, which
is given to children during the 15-day Spring Festival. In China, the colour
red is associated with ‘good luck’, so the red envelopes are supposed to
protect children from evil spirits. But we all know that what really matters
is the money inside!
Well, those were some of the meanings and significances of the traditions
practiced during the Chinese New Year. I would like to take this
opportunity to wish all our Chinese friends a Happy New Year. May the
New Year bring you lots of happiness and success!
Sources:
- www.en.wikipedia.org
- www.123chinesenewyear.com
- www.chinaodysseytours.com
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